AIDS: who will care at home?
This study examined a program to educate providers of home health care about AIDS. A U.S. Public Health Service-funded program PROJECT Tec-HI, was designed to train family members, friends, and homemaker/home health aides to care for AIDS patients. Students had classroom and clinical learning opportunities. Pre- and posttesting of five AIDS-related items embedded in a scale of general health care knowledge suggested differential learning of AIDS content. Students with experience caring for AIDS patients completed the curriculum significantly more often. The greater the level of students' knowledge on pretest the more likely they were to complete PROJECT Tec-HI. Results suggested that even persons willing to learn about AIDS are not immune to fears that preclude their ability to learn about the disease. This study suggests that AIDS educators must help students deal with their levels of fear in order to prepare quality care givers for AIDS patients.